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Right  now  is  not  a  minute  too  soon  to  start  "building  a  store  of  rich  food 
the  plants  in  next  year's  garden.     Family  food  gardens  are  going  to  be  more 
important  than  ever  next  year.    The  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  in  announcing  food 
ains  for  '42,  said  recently:   "For  good  nutrition  we  in  this  country  need  to  consume 
nany  more  vegetables,  especially  the  green  and  leafy  vegetables.    And  we  need  more 
of  certain  fruits  and  tomatoes." 

Every  gardener  knows  that  good  soil  is  necessary  for  a  successful  garden,  and 
that  a  piece  of  ground,  used  year  after  year  as  the  home  garden  is,  needs  building 
ach  year  with  fertilizer.    3ut  next  season  just  when  gardens  are  going  to  be  so 
important,  some  commercial  fertilizers  are  likely  to  be  scarce  on  the  market.  Only 
Uh  other  day  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  stated  that  "nitrogen  fertilizers  are 
-:.-:ely  to  be  short  next  year."    You  see,  manufacturers  of  explosives  use  the  nitro- 
gen compounds  also  used  in  making  fertilizers. 

So  now  is  the  time  to  consider  other  ways  to  build  up  your  soil.    Mow  is  the 
tin  to  take  stock  of  waste  materials  around  your  property  that  might  do  their  bit 
for  your  soil.    On  a  farm  where  you  have  plenty  of  animal  manure  of  one  sort  or 
mother,  you  can  depend  on  that  to  keep  your  garden  ground  in  good  condition.    Rut  in 
WWM  and  cities  where  manure  is  expensive,  you'll  be  wise  to  save  waste  materials 
^dth  fertilizer  possibilities.    Save  the  leaves  that  are  falling  these  days.  Burning 
a  pile  of  leaves  is  always  wasteful,  but  in  these  emergency  times  burning  leaves 
^  be  like  burning  money.    You  touch  a  match  to  a  pile  of  leaves  this  fall  — and  rob 
/^garden  of  humus  that  would  help  keep  the  ground  moist,  and  plant  food:  besides. 
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Leaves  are  only  one  of  many  materials  you  may  "be  in  the  habit  of  burning 
or  throwing  away  that  you  might  save  to  fertilize  your  garden.    Soil  experts  say 
abost  any  form  of  plant  remains,  not  diseased,  are  the  "makings"  of  future  fer- 
tilizer —  leaves,  twigs,  straw,  sod,  peat  and  so  on.    Kitchen  wastes  can  be  use- 
fal,  too  —  frait  and  vegetable  peelings,  bones,  coffee  grounds,  in  fact,  any 
food  refuse  that  contains  no  salt,  soap,  washing  powder,  grease  or  oil.  Wood 
ashes  are  helpful,  too.     Save  them  carefully  this  winter. 

These  are  some  of  the  materials  you  can  save  this  fall  and  use  to  build 
•vhat  gardeners  call  a  "compost  pile."    IJature  makes  compost  for  soil  by  slowly 
rotting  dead  leaves,  twigs,  roots  and  other  organic  materials.     Only  when  they 
are  rotted  or  decomposed  are  they  useful  to  growing  plants.     You  use  nature's 
process  when  you  build  a  compost  pile,  but  you  have  special  means  of  hurrying  up 
the  decomposing  process.     For  one  thing,  you  build  the  pile  of  alternate  layers 
of  manure  and  dried  leaves,  sod,  muck,  kitchen  wastes,  and  so  on.    The  manure  not 
only  makes  good  fertilizer  in  itself.     It  also  hastens  the  rotting  of  other  ma- 
terials in  the  pile  by  adding  the  bacteria  of  decomposition.     These  bacteria  thrive 
under  moist  conditions.     So  you  keep  the  compost  pile  constantly  in  a  good  moist 
state.    And  to  be  sure  all  parts  of  the  pile  are  decomposing  equally,  you  turn  the 
pile  over  every  2  or  3  months  to  get  it  thoroughly  mixed.     Some  gardeners  also 
use  chemical  fertilizers  to  hasten  the  decomposition.     It's  a  good  idea  to  keep 
the  surface  of  the  pile  covered  with  earth  so  it  won't  dry  out.     And,  last  of  all, 
you  must  give  the  pile  time  to  decompose.     That  means  many  months.     So  right  now 
is  the  time  to  start,  if  you  want  the  compost  for  next  year's  garden.     If  there 
are  many  oak  leaves  or  other  very  coarse  material. in  the  pile,  it  may  take  a  year 
to  be  ready  for  the  garden. 

Here  are  a  couple  of  points  about  the  manure  to  use  in  that  pile.  Many 
gardeners  prefer  cattle  manure,  but  plant  scientists  say  horse  or  sheep  manure  is 
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also  quite  satisfactory.    Many  gardeners  keep  chickens.     The  cleanings  from  the 
poultry  house  are  of  jreat  value  to  the  compost  pile.    In  fact,  the  cleanings 
fro,:  a       . C;        jO  chi^keus  3 an  supply  all  the  manure  needed  for  a  moderate-sized 
ga'ceri.    If  you  live  in  tcn/n  where  it  is  difficult  to  get  fresh  manure,  you  can 
bay  "sags  of  dry  manure.    You  need  only  about  a  third  as  much  dry  manure  as  fresh 
lanure,  because  fresh  manure  contains  so  much  moisture. 

Here  are  some  of  the  substances  you  can  add  to  the  compost  pile  to  hasten 
decomposition:     One  is  ammonium  sulfate.     Six  or  8  pounds  of  ammonium  sulfate 
aided,  to  each  half  ton  of  organic  material  will  speed  up  the  decomposing  process. 
Anotner  substance  to  use  is  unburned,  finely  ground  limestone.    Add  3  to  5  pounds 
of  the  limestone  to  each  6-inch  layer  of  leaves  or  other  material.     You  can  also 
add  2  pounds  of  superphosphate,  and  about  1  pound  of  muriate  of  potash.     But  if 
you  have  hardwood  ashes,  2  or  3  pounds  of  these  will  take  the  place  of  the  potash. 

The  ideal  place  for  a  compost  pile  is  in  a  cement  tank  sunk  in  the  ground. 
The  cement  keeps  the  valuable  substances  in  the  comoost  from  being  carried  away 
by  rain,  or  "leached  out"  as  gardeners  say.    At  least  choose  a  depression  in  the 
ground  with  a  rather  firm  bottom  instead  of  a  hillside    for  your  compost  pile. 
Pile  materials  in  layers  about  6  inches  thick  using  one  part  fresh  manure  or  decayed 
plant  regains  to  2  parts  soil.     If  you  use  dry  manure,  use  one  part  manure  to  6  or 
7  parts  soil.    Build  the  pile  in  a  square  with  a  flat  top,  and  then  make  a  trough 
ir.  the  top  to  catch  and  hold  water.    Never  let  the  pile  dry  out.     Slice  it  down 
and  turn  it  over  2  or  3  tines  during  the  fall  and  winter.     The~.  it  should  be  ready 
for  your  garden  in  spring. 
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